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Hypothetical No.1

Judge of the superior court is interviewed by a journalist and during the interview, she answers the question regarding one of the judges of the inferior court whose decisions she reviews in appellate proceedings with these words: “This particular judge is the worst judge whose decisions I review. As far as the knowledge of procedural law, making a protocol and general work with the file, stylistic level of his decisions, number of corrective decisions he has to issue due to his own negligence and the number of cases returned to him due to the failure in observing civil procedure code and implementing regulations are concerned, he is the least erudite judge whose matters I deal with within the competence of our court.”
Questions:

1. How would you evaluate the conduct of the interviewed judge from the perspective of professional ethics? Should there be any consequences?
2. Hypothetically, what would be the outcome of this situation, if there were no ethical principles regulating the profession of a judge?
3. Is this particular situation regulated somehow in your legal system?

4. If not, should it be regulated and is it possible to regulate it somehow?

5. Have you ever encountered a situation similar to this?
Hypothetical No. 2

An internet website dedicated to legal issues and owned by a private company annually organizes “The Lawyer of the Year” competition where anyone can nominate candidates in several categories. The jury which finally decides on the winner consists of an attorney, an academic, a judge, a deputy minister of justice and a representative of the organizer. This jury decided that one of the judges of Supreme Administrative Court and one of the judges of European Court of Human Rights should win this award in respective categories.
Questions:

1. Should the judges accept or reject the award from the perspective of legal ethics? What would be the reason for their decision?

2. Hypothetically, what would be the outcome of this case, if there were no ethical principles regulating the profession of a judge?

3. Is this particular situation regulated somehow in your legal system?

4. If not, should it be regulated and is it possible to regulate it somehow?

5. Have you ever encountered a situation similar to this?
Hypothetical No. 3
Paul, a well-known attorney in country A, provides legal advice to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of country A. One of his expert opinions recommended the ministry to enter into a new rental contract with an owner of a hotel in a foreign country which has for many years served for promotion of culture and traditions of country A. After the contract is signed, it turns out that Paul is actually an attorney of the hotel’s owner and that he drafted the very rental contract, which appears to be more favorable to the hotel owner.

Questions:

1. How would you evaluate this situation from the perspective of values in law and general legal ethics? Should there be any consequences?

2. Hypothetically, what would be the outcome of this situation, if there were no ethical principles regulating the legal profession?

3. Is this particular situation regulated somehow in your legal system?

4. If not, should it be regulated and is it possible to regulate it somehow?

5. Have you ever encountered a situation similar to this?
Hypothetical No. 4

At a seminar of an NGO, which concerns itself with fight against corruption, the Deputy Chief Prosecutor of one of the country’s Regional Prosecutor’s Office commented on a politically sensitive case in which he was not involved like this: “This case is the worst thing that could have happened to the image of justice we tried to improve so much. Both the lay and expert public can’t trust the justice system now, after all the possible manipulations of investigation, bizarre meetings described as mere encounters, once even accompanied by Minister of Justice test driving a new car belonging to a known lobbyist. Unfortunately, the fear of political and economical influence on the system of justice is justified.” Not too long after this statement became public, the respective Chief Prosecutor decided that the Deputy Chief Prosecutor be dismissed from the office compulsorily due to violation of prosecutor’s ethics committed by commenting on a “live” case which did not even fall under his jurisdiction.
Questions:

1. How would you evaluate the conduct of both the prosecutors from the perspective of professional ethics?

2. Hypothetically, what would be the outcome of this case, if there were no ethical principles regulating the profession of a prosecutor?

3. Is this particular situation regulated somehow in your legal system?

4. If not, is it possible to regulate it somehow?

5. Have you ever encountered a situation similar to this?
Hypothetical No. 5

At a close private birthday celebration of a certain judge where a number of his colleagues were invited, one of the former judges, now a retired friend of the honoree, parodied a murderer, who killed seven people one year before that, wearing blue headphones and carrying a non-functioning shotgun. All the judges and also members of the academy and a Deputy Attorney General were having good fun and they even clapped their hands in joy after the performance of a former judge and a skilled impersonator was over. Photos and a video of this little parody were taken and they leaked into the newspaper after the celebration took place.
Questions:

1. How would you evaluate the conduct of all the characters mentioned above from the perspective of professional ethics?

2. Hypothetically, what would be the outcome of this case, if there were no ethical principles regulating all the professions concerned?

3. Is this particular situation regulated somehow in your legal system?

4. If not, is it possible to regulate it somehow?

5. Have you ever encountered a situation similar to this?
Hypothetical No. 6
John, who was fired from a prominent PR company, decided to come back to his original profession – practice of law. He was hired by a law firm which began to have troubles with sufficient income not too long after he started to work there. Therefore John offered to use his PR skills in order to get his new employer out of these troubles. 


He called a couple of his friends and obtained several billboards that the law firm could use for advertising. Soon enough an advertisement appeared on these billboards consisting of a photo of all the partners accompanied by this text: “We guarantee the highest possible compensations and settlements for the lowest prices! If we breach this promise, we will pay you double of our fees back. We have no competition – call Berger, Hunter & Johnson LLP. We’re specialists in everything!”
1. How would you evaluate this situation from the perspective of professional ethics? Should there be any consequences?

2. Hypothetically, what would be the outcome of this situation, if there were no ethical principles regulating the legal profession?

3. Is this particular situation regulated somehow in your legal system?

4. If not, should it be regulated and is it possible to regulate it somehow?

5. Have you ever encountered a situation similar to this?
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