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C L R N
A decade of sharing legal knowledge, experience, and resources

By Paul Lin     Photography by Holger Thoss
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“ There is nothing of which I am prouder in my life, 
in 40 years of practicing law in the service of 
human needs.” —JUDGE KRISTIN GLEN



18

>About 30 minutes outside  
Manhattan, you’ll find the law offices 
of Francis Noh (CUNY Law ’97) in  
Closter, New Jersey. It’s not far from 
New York, but it’s far enough for Noh 
to feel like a CLRN outpost in Bergen 
County at the solo immigration and 
litigation practice he opened in 2000. 

“I am a very isolated person in 
northern New Jersey,” sighs Noh  
from his two-room office, encircled  
by maroon transactional case files and 
boxes of litigation documents. 

The isolation is compounded when 
Noh goes to court and comes up 
against a table of lawyers from a big 
firm. 

“You feel very lonely, like: ‘Oh man, 
I will have big trouble.’ That’s how you 
feel as a solo practitioner,” he says. 

That has changed for Noh since 
CLRN’s inception. 

“Once you find out at least you 
have someone to consult with, that is a 
huge, huge relief! I really am grateful,”  
says Noh.

>The Main Street/Flushing stop on the 
7 train brings more potential immigra-
tion cases to Rodriguez & Plotnik.

Five floors up from the bustling 
street, Partner Katya Plotnik (CUNY 
Law ’94) speaks in Spanish on the 
phone with a client who has provided 
many Dominican referrals. “Twenty-
five percent of business is word of 
mouth,” she says. “If you do good,  
it’s the best advertising.”

It’s that way with CLRN as well. A 
CLRN-sponsored education seminar 
Plotnik held for the Guinean commu-
nity yielded a low-bono client whom 
Plotnik helped get a green card. He 
referred half a dozen friends who, in 
turn, referred more clients.

“It’s been a great opportunity for me 
to break into a new ethnic community. 
For this, I must thank CLRN!” says 
Plotnik.
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“I find [CLRN] extremely helpful 
as a resource for questions that 
need to be answered by those 
with previous experience in the 
same or similar situations. The 
quickness of the responses also 
amazes me because I know 
most of us are extremely busy 
with our own caseloads.”

—ROBERTA D. SCOLL (CUNY LAW ’96), 
STAFF ATTORNEY AND COORDINATING 

ATTORNEY FOR THE LANDLORD/TENANT 
ATTORNEY OF THE DAY VOLUNTEER  

PROJECT, NASSAU/SUFFOLK  
LAW SERVICES COMMITTEE, INC.

For more information go to our website:       

www.cuny.law.edu/clinicis/JusticeInitiatives/ 
Community.html 
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