Iowa Court Rules
Rule 31.15 Permitted practice by law students.

31.15(1) A law student enrolled in a reputable law school as defined by rule 31.8 and lowa Code
section 602.10102 certified to the office of professional regulation by the dean of the school to have
completed satisfactorily not less than the equivalent of three semesters of the work required by the
school to qualify for the J.D. or LL.B. degree, may, under the following conditions, engage in the
practice of law or appear as counsel in the trial or appellate courts of this state.

a. Appearance by students as defense counsel in a criminal matter in any court shall be confined

to misdemeanors and shall be under the direct supervision of licensed Iowa counsel who shall be
personally present.

b. Appearance by students in matters before the court of appeals or supreme court of lowa shall

be under the direct supervision of licensed lowa counsel who shall be personally present.

c. Appearance by students in other matters shall be under the general supervision of licensed lowa
counsel, but such counsel need not be present in court unless required by order of the court.
31.15(2) A student who the dean certifies has completed not less than the equivalent of two
semesters of work required to qualify for the J.D. or LL.B. degree may appear in a representative
capacity in a contested case proceeding before an administrative agency. Appearance by studentsRule
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31.15(3) No student may engage in the practice of law or appear as counsel in any court of this
state or before an administrative agency unless such practice or appearance is part of an educational
program approved by the faculty of the student’s law school and not disapproved by the supreme
court of the state of lowa, and such program is supervised by at least one member of the law school’s
faculty.

31.15(4) A student shall not receive compensation other than general compensation from an
employer-attorney or from a law-school-administered fund.
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